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OPINION

The Price of Silence and 
Censorship at Wilbur Cross
 At the height of the Civil War, Frederick 
Douglass said, “He [who criticizes his country] is a 
lover of his country who rebukes it and does not 
excuse its sins.” Douglass, a self-educated, self-
liberated African American during the height of the 
slavery era, was vocal about the evils of slavery and 
critical of the government that allowed it. No 
historian would dare say that Douglass didn’t love 
his country. 
 The same should be said concerning 
expression in the school. Students, parents, and staff 
who take the responsibility to address the inadequacies of 
our school should not have their dedication questioned. 
Unfortunately, school administrations throughout the 
country  have often taken it upon themselves to censor graduation 
speeches that are deemed overly critical, on the assumptions that: (1) 
criticism equates to a lack of school spirit and (2) criticism causes 
disorder and disruption. 

At our graduation, seniors who are allowed to prepare speeches 
for their graduations are subject to editorial supervision by the school 
administration. The valedictorians and salutatorians in previous years, for 
example, have expressed concern because they felt pressured to alter their 
speeches to show Cross in a more positive light,  although they felt that it 
was their duty as student leaders to be honest about the school’s 
problems.  Some of the reasoning behind the pressure placed upon them 
to cleanse their speeches of critical comments was that it would dampen 
the spirit of the graduation ceremony and that it would give people 
outside of the Cross community a negative impression about our school. 

Wilbur Cross already has its detractors, and will be subject to 
criticism regardless of what students do or don't say. And unfortunately, 
Wilbur Cross's school spirit (what little we have) is already dampened by 
the fact that many students feel--rightfully or wrongfully--that their 
opinions, questions, and concerns don't matter. The censorship of 
criticism in no way improves the atmosphere of the school. On the 

contrary, it seems to deprive students from constructive means of voicing 
legitimate concerns that are otherwise displaced into more negative and 
disruptive expressions of their discontent. It only contributes to the 
defeatist culture that injects feelings of worthlessness voicelessness,  and 
inadequacy into the already daunting challenges of a high school 
education. 

This year, Wilbur Cross has come far in its effort to improve the 
educational experiences of its students. But the fact is, we still have a 

long way to go. Granted, negative criticism towards the school 
usually serves to deplete our near-empty well of school spirit; 

but usually, concerns are well founded, and the 
administration, through school-side discussions, the 

expansion of the Student Government, the silenced 
opinions and whitewashed graduation speeches, and 
more upfront dialogue between all members of the 
Cross community can only serve to improve the 
school. Sometimes, the most critical students and 
staff are the very ones with the most school spirit, 
the most dedication, and the greatest willingness to 
promote the virtues of individual and collective 

accountability. It is time to begin a frank and 
uncensored discussion of how Cross needs to improve 

and what measures it will take to institute said 
improvement.

Dear Editor, 
      In my perspective, it doesn’t concern me who is winning the election. 
All Obama and McCain do is talk.  Be honest to yourself, how do you 
know what these people are saying is true? All they’re doing right now is 
saying things about certain issues that everybody would like to hear.  I’m 
not saying that most of the stuff they say are lies but I am saying that they 
are not being 100% honest with us. Look at Bush, he said he was going to 
do a lot of things, but did he do it?  We’re still fighting in Iraq because of 
Bush.  He could have stopped this war. It’s a war with no meaning; it is 
something that the United States should have never had to worry about. 
“Well, Bush exaggerated on what Saddam Hussein’s threat was so we can 
go into the war with Iraq.”  The military itself did not believe that 
Saddam was such a big threat to them; initially they believed that he was 
just a person they shouldn’t be worrying about.  I don’t think that Obama 
or McCain are telling us the truth.  I think they’re just saying things that 
people want to hear just so they get their vote. This is my opinion; you 
can agree with me or disagree, it is your choice.  I don’t really care who 
wins. Whether it be McCain or Obama would not matter to me. 

- Lydia Figueroa

Clinton’s Campaign Dies; The 
Glass Ceiling Remains Intact
 Seventeen months ago, Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton was 
deemed to be the all but inevitable Democratic nominee for president. As 
of June 3rd, however, Clinton’s prospects for the presidency were 
shattered by Obama’s terminal victory in Montana.  Obama’s most recent 
victory has given him the necessary majority of delegates and the 
legitimacy to announce himself as the virtual nominee. Hillary Clinton, 
despite the clamors for her withdrawal spanning back to the Iowa 
primary, has resolutely pressed on in the contest to fight for her vision for 
a prospering America. As the protracted primary contest finally comes to 
its conclusion, the multitudes of Clinton supporters—who feel slighted, 
maligned, and cheated after this difficult contest—are all wondering how 
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a leader as powerful and accomplished as Hillary Clinton could fall so 
completely. 
 Critics will blame it all on her so-called “divisiveness”, while at 
the same time overlooking Obama’s constant deviations from the “politics 
of hope.” Some will blame it on Bill Clinton’s “outbursts” and on the 
allegedly “racist” comments made by Hillary’s campaign while they 
refuse to acknowledge the barrage of patently sexist remarks that have 
assailed Clinton from both the Obama and McCain campaigns. Some will 
claim that Clinton lost because she was an agent of the “status quo” while 
ignoring the fact that her opponent, the so-called “candidate of change”, 
has used many of the same artifices, deceptions, and empty rhetoric that 
politicians have always employed to deceive the masses. All of these 
explanations for Clinton’s loss have their grains of truth.  Granted, some 
of Clinton’s strategies may have seemed divisive (although no more 
divisive than Obama’s strategies).  And yes, race (as well has gender) has 
contributed a negative dynamic to the contest.  But as a whole, these 
explanations are mere platitudes. Hillary Clinton’s loss of the nomination 
was primarily caused by a factor that everyone knows but few will ever 
have the honesty to acknowledge:
  She lost because she is a woman.
  Sexism continues to be dominant in American society, and it 
seems that no matter how accomplished or experienced, no matter how 
much change she has already initiated in our society, and no matter how 
often she has demonstrated her exemplary abilities, it seems that a woman 
cannot become the president of the United States. 
            Of course, many people who read this (invariably, all the 
Obamamaniacs out there) will react to this assertion with outrage and 
indignation: “How dare you suggest such a thing? Hillary didn’t lose 
because she’s a woman, she lost because she’s, well…Hillary.” To this 
argument,  I ask: what, then,  is wrong with Hillary? The fact is Hillary 
Rodham Clinton does not fit our narrow preconceptions of femininity. 
Our nation, as our world, is corrupted by a deep-rooted patriarchal 
structure. When people see a woman, they expect her to be docile, demur, 
submissive, and self-deprecating. Hillary Clinton is none of these things
—it is simply not in her character. She is self-assured, powerful, and 
ambitious. In a man, these characteristics are to be admired. In a woman, 
they are condemned. In the case of a Hillary Rodham Clinton, self-
assuring is transformed into “a sense of entitlement”. Powerful is 
transformed into “manipulative”. Ambitious is transformed into 
“untrustworthy”. This has become increasingly more apparent as the 
presidential contest has progressed.
  For instance, the media’s treatment of Hillary Clinton is 
markedly different from its treatment towards Barack Obama. Most 
media organizations have painted Obama as a shining beacon of hope, 
optimism and reform while overlooking his tendencies towards 
arrogance, his lack of experience, and his chronic vagueness in explaining 
domestic and foreign policies. On the other hand, Clinton has been 
portrayed as a relentlessly manipulative power-monger while her 
extraordinary accomplishments as First Lady and Senator are widely 
underplayed. Political pundits, while unleashing their fusillade of 
criticism towards Clinton, have failed to acknowledge the stunning 
breadth, nuanced meticulousness, and the impressive expertise that are 
exhibited by her detailed policy positions. It is true that experience does 
not necessarily amount to change, and this is an argument asserted time 
and again by the Obama campaign. Nonetheless, the fact that the press 
has repeatedly negated her achievements while exaggerating Obama’s 
comparatively unimpressive record can be attributed greatly to the effects 
of sexism. Barack Obama may be the voice of change in America, but 
Hillary Clinton,  throughout her long career,  has been the embodiment of 
tangible change in this country. 
  Moreover, in the ongoing debate concerning the roles of bigotry 
in this country, the racial obstacles faced by Obama have been 
contemplated widely, while the obstacles faced by Clinton as a woman 
have been widely ignored. For instance, when Bill Clinton compared 
Obama’s victories in the South to Jesse Jackson’s campaign, Hillary 
Clinton was bombarded by excoriation. After that incident, and other 

accusations of “sexism”, Clinton 
has repeatedly taken the 
responsibility to apologize to 
Obama on behalf of her campaign. 
Obama, on the other hand, has 
failed to make similar apologies to 
Clinton. Early on in the campaign, 
Clinton was unduly ridiculed for 
her display of emotion during the 
New Hampshire contest when 
other male candidates had done so 
without such criticism. Shortly 
thereafter, the excitement of one of 
her rallies was befouled by a group 
of males clamoring the insult “iron 
my shirts”.   During one of John 
McCain’s campaign events, one 
his supporters reportedly retorted 
“How will we beat the 
[expletive]?” Throughout all of the 
insults and negative insinuations, Obama has yet to categorically 
denounce the ill-treatment against Clinton. He has failed to apologize for 
the sexist comments by his campaign aides,  by his supporters, and by the 
media. (Perhaps if he had done so, he would have gained considerable 
respect from the demographic groups he has struggled with throughout 
the primaries). Clinton took the initiative to publicly denounce racism; 
Obama has yet to be held to similar standards. 
The fact is that racism is deemed as more important than sexism. This 
nomination process has made that stunningly clear. Stories on racism and 
race relations sell more papers than those evaluating gender disparities. 
Racism assumes a more obvious form, and therefore people can renounce 
it easier and then feel better about themselves for doing so. Often times, 
the grievances of blacks (usually, exclusively black men) are viewed as 
more approachable—and therefore, more crucial-- than the rights of 
women. For public figures,  obtaining a reputation as a “racist” is 
unforgivable, and most often leads to political suicide. Being labeled a 
“sexist” or “misogynist”, however, isn’t so bad. Politicians can survive 
this. Even beyond the campaign trail, discussions about the roles of race 
and gender show the same disparity.  It is somewhat permissible to 
suggest that Clinton, as a woman, is incapable of leading the nation in 
times of war and crisis; however, if the same thing is asserted about an 
African American—it is intolerable. People can forgive sexism, but 
beware to all those who tread upon the hated path of racism!
 Throughout this race, people have claimed that Hillary Clinton 
was not ready for the presidency. Each of the criticisms against her reeks 
of duplicity and contradiction. She’s too divisive, yet too accommodating, 
too masculine, yet too feminine, too strong, yet too weak to be the leader 
of one of the world’s most powerful nations. Analysts from both parties 
have been looking for ways to see Clinton’s political demise since her 
loss in Iowa. These assertions are all wrong. Hillary Clinton was more 
than ready to lead America towards prosperity. Unfortunately, America 
was not ready to accept a woman into the Oval Office.
 Even despite her loss of the Democratic nomination, Hillary 
Clinton’s struggles have indeed shown thousands of young girls that 
women can succeed and aspire in this world. But although the glass 
ceiling has been raised higher, but it has not been shattered.   The 
injustices Clinton has experienced during her struggle for the presidency 
were not only slights against her, but transgressions against women 
everywhere and our society as a whole. One day, our descendants will 
look back upon this time and lament. Obama’s victory may be historic in 
its ramifications on race relations. But undoubtedly, Clinton’s 
maltreatment and loss has hurled us backwards in our fight for women’s 
equality. 

-Torrese A. Ouellette
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Cheese
In the film Borat: Cultural Learnings for Make Benefit Glorious Nation 
of Kazakhstan, there was a very brief episode.  Brief as it is, nobody in 
their right mind ought to forget it. A politician with a sour, pasty face 
accepts a slice of cheese from the main character and chews politely. 
Borat proceeds to explain with a grin that his wife made the cheese with 
her own milk. The politician continues chewing slowly, apparently deep 
in thought. This would be the current Libertarian candidate for President. 
The man, Bob Barr, was originally known to be an extreme conservative. 

It is speculated, 
however, that the 
incident with the 
cheese made him 
unfit for the image 
of a Republican 
candidate, and he 
now promises to 
take an uncertain 
percentage of votes 
from John McCain. 
Vote for Cheesy to 
h e l p t h e 
Democratic cause!

-Ina Staklo

Skin
It’s difficult to ignore the frequent reminders of the Wilbur Cross 

dress code and the fiery resentment of the female students.  The most 
commonly violated dress code pertains to skin exposure: tank tops (or any 
top that exposes the midriff or cleavage), “short-shorts”, and skirts that 
barely reach the thigh. Dress codes have always aroused various conflicts 
amongst the student body in two essential forms: resentment towards the 
code itself, deemed to be an infringement of the right of expression, and 
the method that it is enforced. Although previously ignored, these 
concerns shall now be brought to light.  
 Dress codes dictate how you come across as an individual. They 
are a necessary evil, however, especially in the codes involving skin 
exposure. Revealing clothing has become an essential part of American 
culture, undoubtedly. It is impossible to walk outside and not spot an 
overly revealing miniskirt, even in the dead of winter; it’s desensitizing. 
However, there is a considerable amount of people who are 
uncomfortable and offended by such a display; people who are generally 
unaccounted for.  This problem exists within the walls of Wilbur Cross. 
Students are forced into situations where they must witness more skin 
than they are welcome to seeing. We have no power over those situations. 
It is nearly inconceivable to imagine how the teaching staff must feel 
when they are focusing on instructing a class that is occupied by students 
in scandalous clothing. It is assumed that the student body likes or is 
attracted to the clothing and exposure of skin, or that it is not thought 
about at all.  This is assumed to be fine. After all, everyone has a right to 
personal expression—to an extent. 

In an institution such as a high school, there are restraints. These 
restraints will never be removed; only tightened.  Students have the 
responsibility to represent Wilbur Cross High School as soon as they 
enter the building,  and the faculty has the right to determine how they 
will be represented. It is no different than a law office, or financial 
institution.  Aside from all of this, school is simply not the location to be 
seductive. “School is a place for learning.” Though trite, it is true.

    Even more controversial than the students’ anger at the codes 
is the way the rules are administered. Numerous female students can 
report walking into school and being told to contact their guardian to 
bring them less revealing clothing. But the truly angering aspect is the 
fact that every time, the targeted student seems to be surrounded by 
students in clothes exactly like those she is wearing. Apparently, they 
strolled right past the administrators without difficulty. This is a valid 
concern in some aspects, and weak in others. Many students feel that they 
are personally targeted, while perhaps students who possess certain 
physical qualities, have a good relationship with the faculty, or are 
reputed as good can do whatever they please,  resting assured that nothing 
will happen to them. At the same time, it is necessary for students to take 
care of themselves.  Although this is a valid concern, it is not a solid 
excuse. 

 This issue will never be fully solved,  but much can be done to 
alleviate the situation. It is necessary for the administration to pay 
particular attention to all of the students that are breaking the dress code. 
This will lessen the frequent accusations of discrimination. Wilbur Cross 
students, similarly,  need to reflect upon what they are wearing in a 
perspective with respect towards others, rather than self-interest. It is 
necessary to attempt at being respectful towards peoples’ beliefs and best 
interests. These combined motives will result in a better environment.

-Christine Randall

Curbed Criticism
 It appears that when comments are worded incorrectly, the right 
to a freedom of speech no longer applies.
 Avery Doninger from Burlington, Connecticut was disqualified 
in the running as her high school class secretary as punishment for certain 
comments she made about school events and school officials on an 
Internet blog.  Doninger felt that the punishment did not fit the crime and 
that her first amendment rights, freedom of speech, were being stripped 
from her.  Doninger and her mother sued the school for this “unjust” 
punishment.  The ruling by the United Stated District Court for 
Connecticut went against Avery Doninger and the Second Circuit Court 
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of Appeals affirmed that ruling.  The ruling was heavily based on the 
specifics of what was said in the blog.  On the surface this seems that 
civil liberties are being denied to a girl who stated her opinion and then 
received punishment for it.  But not only did the blog include 
inappropriate language, but it also stated false information about the 
school music event which was the focus of complaint in her blog.  
Doninger complained that “Jamfest” had been canceled, when in fact in 
was only rescheduled to a later date.  What was said in the blog not only 
consisted of crude name-calling such as “douchebag” and “dirty whore,” 
but it also included a request for blatant school disruption.  Doninger 
encouraged students to participate in “sit-ins” and “piss-off” the school 
administration.  It’s shown that the court has little sympathy for people 
with foul mouths and petty complaints.  Also, Doninger was not heavily 
punished.  She was only refused the right to run for school secretary 
because it seemed obvious that she could not set a good example for the 
rest of the student body.   Furthermore, students who are minors do not 
entirely have all our individual rights,  especially in a public school 
environment.   These rights are often curbed in order to create an ideal 
educational environment.  
 This case is very similar to the case in 2002, Morse v. Frederick, 
or more commonly known as the case involving the banner “BONG HITS 
4 JESUS.”  In this case a student, Joseph Frederick, and some friends 
held up the questionable banner at a school-sponsored event, but off 
school grounds.  Frederick was suspended for ten days for disrupting the 
event and promoting illegal drug use.   The District Court ruled in favor of 
the school board and principle, Deborah Morse, but the decision was then 
reversed at the Ninth Circuit Court.  The case was eventually brought 
before the Supreme Court and the ruling was reversed again.  The 
Supreme Court agreed with the school that the students were advocating 
the use of illegal drugs and that this was a particularly inappropriate 
message at a school-supervised event.  
 Basically,  the first amendment gives us freedom of speech, but it 
doesn’t mean we should exploit it and say stupid things just because we 
think we’re allowed to.  The first amendment is very broad, permitting 
citizens to say many questionable things.  School environments are one of 
the few places where this right is appropriately limited.  It’s okay to have 
an opinion and state a political point,  but simply be aware of what you 
say.

-Sasha Rosen-Buell

NEWS

Senior Skip Day
Why stop a tradition that happens only once a year? For many 

years in New Haven and in other places, seniors have a day were they can 
skip and not worry about anything. On May 23, 2008, the seniors took 
their day off and some went to Denny’s and IHOP to have breakfast. After 
breakfast most of them either came back to school or went to Lighthouse 
Point Park to enjoy the outdoors and relax. 

When they saw Ms. Bonilla, an unexpected Mr. Vessicchio and 
the cops, seniors were startled. “They said that if you’re not a senior then 
you need to leave now or get arrested,” says one of the people present. 
Some of the kids either jumped into the water or hid behind the bushes to 
avoid trouble. Some of these people now have scars and bruises from 
hiding from the school staff and law enforcement officers. 

 They weren’t doing anything wrong. “Why ruin a perfect day, 
and try to get us in trouble for following out traditions as seniors before”, 
an anonymous senior said.  This Senior Skip Day is not only a tradition, 
but also the day that every senior looks forward to.  This is a day for all of 
them to get together as one to just talk and be carefree, without going to 
class. This is a day when they don’t have to do any work, get yelled at for 
a phone or iPod, and can simply stay home or reconnect with their 
friends.

-Lydia Figueroa

Obama Claims Victory -
In Historic Fashion.

 After several months of back-and-forth jarring, unbearable 
tension, and much uncertainty,  Barack Obama is finally setting his sights 
on someone other than Hillary Clinton and is making history in the 
process. The Illinois senator outlasted Democratic rival Clinton in a long 
and heated battle, becoming the first African-American man in United 
States history to lead a major political party. Obama is wasting no time, as 
he has already begun the process of unifying a rather “fractured” 
Democratic party. Obama will need as much support as he can get in 
order to take down Arizona senator and Republican party leader John 
McCain in the quest for the White House.  For McCain,  victory in the 
Republican race came easy, while Obama had to slug it out with Clinton 
in a marathon race.
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 Obama, the 46-year-old novice senator from Illinois, was 
ultimately able to clinch victory on Tuesday night, following a surge of 
endorsements from Democratic "super-delegates" as well as a large 
number of “pledged delegates” in the two final primaries in South Dakota 
and Montana. While there has been much debate in recent weeks over the 
count of delegate votes and uncertainty as to who would emerge 
victorious, the one certainty that can be counted on now is that the 
Democratic party will make their push to the Capitol with Barack Obama 
at the helm. The next five months of the general election between McCain 
and Obama will be filled with animosity, racial tension and political 
strife, and it will certainly be a fight to the finish. 
 As Obama addressed the American people, following his historic 
victory on Tuesday night,  he delivered powerful words of promise. 
“America, this is our moment. This is our time. Our time to turn the page 
on the policies of the past.” While these are strong words by this rookie 
senator from Illinois, his historic victory is proof that he has both the 
determination and the following to become the first black President of the 
United States.

-Bryan McGarthy

Holiday Hill

Naturalization Ceremony
 In the courtroom, all of the people put on smiles and nice 
clothes. The judge never yelled “order, order!” In fact, no one even talked 
except for the judge, Janet Arlington. She particularly emphasized the 
unique nature of the proceeding. In an enthusiastic and optimistic tone, 
she informed us that we could use cameras and recorders. This 
proceeding was different, but not only because it didn’t involve conflicts. 
It was the polar opposite; a celebration. 

 On Friday the 9th of May, people from 28 different countries 
were sworn in as new citizens. A naturalization ceremony does not 
involve anything complicated - only the acknowledgement and 
celebration of new citizens of America. The citizens emigrated from 
countries worldwide, including Albania, Brazil, Dominican Republic, 
Egypt, India, Jamaica, Macedonia, Poland,  Russia, Syria, Turkey, United 
Kingdom, China, Peru, Guatemala, El Salvador and Korea. 
 Before each individual came up to the front of the room to shake 
hands with the judge and receive a certificate, Judge Arlington made a 
short speech about the meaning of citizenship.  She spoke about the 
values of America and why people leave the country to come to the U.S.  
These people gave up their original citizenship to legally become 
American citizens. 
 “Today marks your new beginning as American citizens, in the 
land of opportunity,” Arlington said. She referred to America as the land 
of opportunity and a land of democracy.   “Democracy is not something 
we have. Democracy is something we do.” Arlington encouraged the new 
citizens to vote in the upcoming heated election of 2008 to put that 
democracy to use.  “Your vote will count now as never before,” she 
assured the group.
 When Judge Arlington started to call names and congratulate the 
new citizens, the entire room was filled with excitement. Family and 
friends had their cameras out.  The students of Wilbur Cross also had 
cameras out as they watched representatives of different cultures shake 
hands with Judge Arlington and become American citizens. One of the 
immigrants who was sworn in was our own Jefferson Jimenez. A graduate 
of Wilbur Cross in ’04, he applied for citizenship 1 ½ years ago.  
Jefferson came from Ecuador in 2002 and is the first one in his family to 
be naturalized. As Judge Arlington personally said when the students 
went to interview her, the young people seem less excited than the older 
ones. Jefferson was not too excited. “Just a little,” he said. The difference 
could be due to the fact that younger people find it easier to adapt.  
Because they adapt faster, they get used the U.S. society sooner, and 
therefore already feel like citizens.
 Jefferson, if not as excited as many adults, is still ready to do 
things that a non-citizen cannot due. He wishes to vote in the upcoming 
election and to bring his mother to America. Seeing people like Jefferson 
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and hearing Judge Arlington speak about being a citizen, triggered 
several things in the mind.  Many kids in Cross are immigrants, and will 
probably have go through the same process eventually. In fact, about half 
the students present at the ceremony were born outside the United States. 
Another thought that comes to mind is the idea of America. America is 
something that most residents take for granted.  A naturalization 
ceremony brings up the ideas that American society values: diversity, 
what immigrants have to sacrifice, and how they will be treated when 
they become citizens.  

-Janet Yi

Pull it Again, Mama!

A scene characterizing one of Cross’ more bizarre sides was recently seen 
by many. The day that three fire alarms were pulled in quick progression, 
one could observe tired nanny-like figures wheeling students’ progeny 
across Orange Street towards East Rock Park, in large cribs. When each 
nominal scare was over, the children were returned to the day care, only 
to be brought back to the park when the jail-bound prankster pulled the 
alarm again.  The children did not appear to be fazed by the chance to 
enjoy the sunshine for two hours.

-Ina Staklo
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2008 Inductees to the National 
Honor Society

Agosto, Yashira M.
Barbosa, Alan A.
Beltran Camarillo, Anibal E.
Bobb Semple, Michelle A.
Bolinao, Jasmine C.
Brooks, Jordan R.
Brookshire Jr., Jermaine A.
Chardiet, Maria T.
Clampitt, Laura C.
Culbreath, Raven S.
Cupo, Kathryn N.
Garcia, Edith C.
Gibbs, Chandel S.
Gonzalez, Hemmy R.
Hampton, Latrice M.
Isenstandt, Aaron
Kafoglis, Zachary S.
Keyes, William A.
Khoshnood, Naveed
Li, Xinyu
Lisak, Mark R.

FEATURES

Latin
A Dead Language or What?

     At one time, there was only one teaching position available in Wilbur 
Cross High School. This ended when Patricia Schread, from Albertus 
Magnus College, joined the staff. Growing up in East Haven, she always 
played “school” as a child. It was her uncle and supervisor, George 
Naples, who encouraged her to turn her games into a career—and she did. 
With a smile,  Schread reminisces of when she began teaching, admitting, 
“It is quite funny to remember, how I was only 21, while most of my 
students were 17.” 
     Mrs. Schread has taught 23 years of Latin, but she has also been a 
teacher of Spanish 2 and English. Moreover,  she has a degree in guidance 
and counseling—certainly not something everyone can do! 
        I know that many of you do not care about Latin at all, however if 
you are an athlete or sports fan, you have most likely noticed that Mrs. 
Schread has attended all of the possible sports events that our school 
hosts or participates in. For that particular reason, many athletes are 
taking interest in Latin. Many of them want to be closer with Mrs. 
Schread, as they see her personality as the perfect cheerleader. Therefore, 
they try out her class, “Even though sometimes not realizing that there is 
work that needs to be done,” Mrs. Schread says.
     Why would anyone ever want to learn Latin? Mrs. Schread explains 
that Latin is not quite a “dead language.” It is the basis of five other 
languages, plus our own English language if you take into the 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e 
derivations. Latin is also 
used in the study of 
medicine, History, and 
law. Many students that 
have taken Mrs. Schread’s 
Latin class now hold 
positions in high paying 
jobs. Mychal Boyd, for 
example, is currently a 
lawyer in New Haven.
     From what we can 
already see, Mrs. Schread 
loves her students—but 
there is more to it. Patricia 
Schread is inspired and 
fascinated by the student 
body of Wilbur Cross. One 
of the most significant aspects of the community to Mrs. Schread is the 
diversity of cultures the school bears. She admitted, “The more I taught, 
the more I loved it. Diversity is the thing that drives me to school every 
day.” Aside from the racial background of the students, their stories touch 
her, as well. She is in seen many students from poor families over her 
years of teaching that have changed their entire life around, “Those are 
the students that inspire me the most, and get me to work,” she said. 
     When I asked Mrs. Schread for a quote that she would like to share 
with Wilbur Cross students, I received nothing but Latin: “Non est ad 
astra Mollis e terries via.” (There is no easy way from earth to stars.) 
     There is a rumor floating around our school that Mrs. Schread may 
retire soon. This is no surprise to many of us, as she says this every single 
year. “It is hard for me to leave, because I love students and teaching,” 
she revealed. As one of her students, I would like to conclude that Mrs. 
Schread has a lot of stories to tell, in English, Spanish, and Latin. 
Experiencing her passion for teaching, her sometimes very funny quotes, 
and her high energy flow makes it impossible to imagine her leaving. 
Here is another Latin lesson: Amor aeternus—Love forever.

-Edgar Pliaskis

Vicky’s Tag Sale Paradise
       “I love the sight of American Flag,” Vicky, the owner of the store, 
says. “If it is up, the store is open.” The store that we are talking about is 
not a boutique or a supermarket, but it is much like a simple garage sale, 
with loads of various junk in it. Doesn’t sound too exciting, does it?
     When we walked in, the unpleasant smell entered our noses,  and right 
away we noticed that the store had very poor lighting. We wanted to 
leave. 
     The messy merchandise did, however, attract the eyes of the people 
passing by. Vicky has a lot of customers, and in fact some of them walk in 
daily. This very unattractive place ended up being an experience we 
would never forget.

     Vicky’s family has 
always been collecting 
things, and as you can 
already tell, Vicky is no 
different. Proudly she 
presented her collections 
of records, tapes, clothes, 
and, most importantly,  a 
collection of her cook 
books. We could not 
believe our ears, but 
Vicky clearly stated that 
she has “over nine 
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thousand cookbooks.” 
      Now that you have a general idea about the store, let’s take a look at 
the merchandise that can be found on chairs, tables, and even the floor of 
the garage. I myself noticed the stack of TIME magazines dating back 
decades. One of them featured the space race. For those who love 
electronic, Vicky’s has quite the collection of electronic devices which are 
no longer used. Surprisingly they are all in a great shape, and work 
beautifully. I even found one of those huge-wardrobe-like radios which as 
she said “was in our living room. My father loved music…”
     Though these are now rarely used, Vicky has a very fine set of records 
available in her store. You can pick practically any style of music or artist, 
and she will have it. 
S o m e o f t h e m 
actually surprised us. 
The records were 
very large, and that 
fact made the whole 
group wonder about 
the player that must 
have played them. If 
old magazines and 
electronics do not 
attract you, do not 
step out of the store. 
Vicky has assorted 
s c u l p t u r e s a n d 
decorations for your house. If we had the money at the time, we would 
have definitely gotten one of the gigantic wooden model ships, or one of 
the elephants that were simply stacked in a box. Speaking of animals,  I 
was delighted to even find assorted penguins. I love penguins.
     Anyone who is looking for a particular item, preferably old, should 
definitely stop and shop in that paradise. As we visited the store for just 
over an hour, we noticed that about ten people that walked out with a 
smile. Certainly they found the seventh heaven for their collections. We 
did too, and hopefully you will find it as well. Happy shopping.

-Edgar Pliaskis

A Day in the Life of a 
Not-So-Freshman
 As you may remember, I am the same freshman that was 
featured in the newspaper last year. Multiple people have asked me to do 
a follow-up article this year. Here it is.
 Considering the fact that my freshman year was absolutely 
bonkers, I have to disappoint you. There are no more pictures of me with 
the “Easy Button,” or trying to leave the school; no. This year, as you can 
probably see, pictures are far more serious.  This year, instead of pranks, I 

was focusing on 
the other things 
around me. Ever 
since I entered 
Wilbur Cross as 
a freshman, I 
h a d b e e n 
looking forward 
to being an 
upperclassman. 
T h a t h a s 
c h a n g e d , 
however- I now 
really miss my 
freshman year, 
as it left me so 

many memories and 
stories that I could share. 
Freshmen who are reading 
this at the moment 
probably already think 
that “Edgar is silly.” But I 
am more than positive that 
once you guys leave 9th 
grade, you will miss it, 
just as much as I do now. I 
hope you enjoyed this 
year, because next year 
you are liable to have 
photos like these.

-Edgaras Pliaskis

Safe Haven?
 Yale is not as safe as people might think. Though crime rates and 
intensity have decreased, the greater Yale area continues to encounter 
problems incessantly. 
 A famous case concerning Yale safety went on approximately 
one decade ago and involved the death of a Yale senior named Suzanne 
Jovin. She was found dead in a very upscale neighborhood on St. Ronan 
St., a few blocks away from the Yale campus. The morning of December 
4th 1998, Jovin was found stabbed 17 times in the head and chest. The 
story worsens, with Jovin’s own professor remaining the main suspect of 
this murder for several years. The Jovin investigation was officially 
classified as a cold case in 2006.
 The instances following Suzanne Jovin’s weren’t as intense, but 
they have begun to occur more frequently.  In the past five years, there 
have been over two hundred thefts and numerous cases of reported 
harassment—all either on or near the Yale campus.
 Most occurrences happen after sunset, no more than two or three 
blocks away from a Yale school. Victims have disclosed that the robbers 
had been groups of teenagers.  Even though in most of the instances, there 
were no weapons or injuries involved, these incidents still make a 
horrifying impact on victims and members of the Yale community.
 Each time a robbery or a crime occurs, each member of the Yale 
staff gets a letter from the security department. These letters reveal the 
time, place, and the victims involved in the crime. The community is 
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trying relentlessly to 
keep not only Yale 
residents,  but also New 
Haven residents nearby, 
safe.
 Increasing numbers 
of police cars have been 
p a t r o l l i n g t h e 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s 
s u r r o u n d i n g Ya l e 
University.  Emergency 
phones are installed on 
the streets—almost to 
the extent where there 
are two on each block. 
In apartment buildings, 
posters of safety tips 
have been posted 
encouraging residents 
not to go out at night, or 
to go out in groups. 
Nonetheless, criminals 
can still find a way to 
commit crimes.

 In the past six months, two assaults and twenty-three burglaries 
and have been reported on the Yale campus and surrounding district.

-Janet Yi

Good-bye to Mr. Vessicchio
A V and star shaved into a student’s head caused quite a stir in this 
individual’s life. Mr. V is not just an assistant principal, but also one of 
our school’s best friends. Known by everyone, he is going to be truly 
missed. Mr. V worked at Wilbur Cross for a total of 25 years, from 1975 
to 1995, and resumed working here in 2003. In addition to Cross, he has 
also worked at Hillhouse, Hill Central and Sheridan. After working here 
for 25 years he is calling it quits, saying that he has saved up enough 
money to live well after his retirement.  Our condolences go out to the 
groups of students doomed to a high school life without this much-
cherished figure.

-Devon Bloodworth
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ARTS
The Arts at WC

Wilbur Cross has talent.  
The students who participated in the Spring Concert and Dramatic 

Production on May 28 proved that an underground arts movement is 
thriving at our school.  

The evening began with the lively tunes of the jazz ensemble, 
followed by the combined prep band and concert band, all directed and 
conducted by Mr. Pickett.  The musicians were skilled and poised; it was 
obvious that they shared an appreciation for music and were united in 
their goal of producing superb pieces for the audience to enjoy. 

 It was a bittersweet occasion for Mr. Pickett and his students.  
Wilbur Cross has a marvelous instrumental music program, thanks to Mr. 
Pickett’s hard work over the past six years.   Sadly,  this performance was 
his final salute, since he is moving to Chicago because of family 
obligations.  When he mentioned his departure to the audience, he was 
overpowered by shouts of “We love, you Mr. Pickett!” and rolling 
applause before he was finally able to play his sousaphone along with the 
band.   

Between pieces some of Ms. Sadick-Brown’s drama students 
provided vocal interludes, accompanied by Mr. Marone on  the piano. 
(Yes, Mr. Marone, the gym teacher/track and football coach is a closet 
pianist.  Come next year if you need to see it to believe it.)  

Next came the Concert Choir, the Chamber Singers, and the Girls 
Chorus, all ably directed by Ms. Storey.  It is a shame that many in the 
Wilbur Cross community have not had the pleasure of seeing our singers 
decked out in their bright red robes and hearing their fabulous vocal 
ensembles.  The choral groups have attended all sorts of workshops and 
lectures (including meeting with a professor from Lincoln University), 
and they have worked with the Yale Glee Club and with composers. 

 This performance was a poignant moment for the seniors: during 
their farewell piece,  the singers’ sense of community was readily 
apparent, reminding everyone of their fleeting last days as “Governors.”  

Ms. Sadick-Brown’s drama class rounded out the evening with a 
moving production of For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide 
When the Rainbow Is Enuf.  The actors’ energy and passion filled every 
corner of the auditorium as they relayed the struggles of the women they 
portrayed.  

Even as the crowd 
dwindled over the course 
of the three-hour evening 
(with no intermission), 
everyone seemed satisfied 
with the performances and 
might have stayed longer 
had it not been a school/
work night.  It is clear that 
the performing arts are 
alive at our high school, 
thanks to our dedicated 
faculty and enthusiastic 
students.  This year’s 
Spring Production was a 
great source of pride and 
enjoyment for all. 

-Shira Winter
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Closet Bohemian At Cross

 Teacher by day, musician by night.  Many of you may not know 
that our very own English teacher at Cross, Michael Morello, is a 
marvelous singer and guitarist. With influences like George Benson to 
The Beatles, Mr. Morello said that he always loved listening to his 
parents’ old records,  but kept his love for music private. “My brother 
convinced my parents to buy a guitar for me and I’ve been playing ever 
since,” he says. He played through middle school,  high school, and 
college, still keeping his talent a very personal matter. It was while 
visiting England that Mr. Morello realized that he wanted to give music a 
much bigger role in his life, “My friend and I wrote this song just as a 
joke, but then I started taking songwriting seriously. It’s kind of funny 
how something that was supposed to be a joke pretty much changed my 
life.”  
 W h e n M r . 
Morello came back to the 
States, he began writing 
even more, playing at 
cafés and small concerts 
around Connecticut. 
Eventually he got a 
record deal with an 
independent label and 
started recording his first 
album, which would later 
be known as “Leisure”.  
Soon after the release of 
his first album, Mr. 
Morello began working 
on his second album, “Up 
to Something”, released 
last year. Ever since the 
release of his two albums, 
Mr. Morello has opened 
for bands like Yellowcard 
and played concerts at the 
famous SXSW in Austin, 
Texas and even New 
Havens very own Toad’s 
Place on 300 York Street. 
There have been a 
number of famous bands that have played there, such as The Rolling 
Stones and U2. “It was awesome to play on a stage that so many great 
bands played there before, I would go there again anytime,” Mr. Morello 
says. Mr. Morello is also the new member of the band Echoing August. “I 
had played with them once before, then once their guitar player left they 
asked me if I wanted to join,” he says. If you are interested in listening to 
Mr. Morello’s music,  you can find both of his albums on iTunes,  Napster, 
and Verizon Wireless customers can even get his songs on their phone. 
His two albums are also available at Target and Cutler’s.
 The majority of students know Mr. Morello as an English 3 
teacher. However, most of us might not know that Mr. Morello did not 
major in English at first. “I went to Columbia University as a business 
major and hated it, so I decided to try English, since I like to read,” he 
explains. After teaching at different schools throughout southern 
Connecticut, he finally found a home at Wilbur Cross. When asked why 
he chose to teach at Wilbur Cross, Mr. Morello responds, “I like the fact 
that the school is so diverse and that I can possibly make a difference 
here.”
                                                                                        
-India Moye
  

Music from the Motherland

 Russians are back with their rock once again. As you may recall, 
we have already talked about this event. This time, however,  the Echo 
Rock Festival entertained far more people than it did last year. 
 To give you a very short background, firstly we would like to 
thank Russian Rock Club of America for the organization of this 
particular event. This club had existed since 1999,  and has held quite a 
few major concerts across United States, inviting artists from both the 
United States and Russia. At this moment you might wonder what the 
campground has to do with Rock. In general the answer is straight 
forward, in 2006 the Club came up with the idea to give the public a 
chance to camp, burn fires, and sing songs in woods, rather than being 
crammed into a sweaty, stuffy concert hall or club. Technically, there was 
a hall at Echo, but the wind and torrential rain blowing in through the tens 
of open windows and roof-holes made the pavilion more than tolerable. 
There is practically nothing 
b e t t e r t h a n h a v i n g 
something to eat, drink, and 
at the same time listen to the 
live performance of famous 
and aspiring artists three 
days in a row.
 If one appreciated 
the music, one could always 
stop by the booth – manned 
by Ina, Edgar and three 
other dashing young 
Russkies - and buy various 
CD's,  DVD's and shirts, 
some of which were brought 
in by the musicians 
themselves and others 
created by the club.
Now that we are talking 
about the artists, this year’s 
honorary guests from Russia 
were the humorous, liberal 
Psoy Korolenko (with 
beautiful acoustic Jewish 
tones and chants of “Let’s 
stand together against 
aggression, depression and 
addiction!”) and the 
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powerful, unforgettable Alexander Chernetsky (a very well-known 
musician with a gravelly voice and weapon-like lyrics). We would also 
like to remind you about Sergei Kuzmenko, who could be called a club 
veteran by now. He is eerily almost identical in terms of appearance, 
voice and musical style to the legendary deceased singer Viktor Tsoi of 
Kino. Many people’s favourite group, Interzona, has a very different 
touch in their music. They combine deep acoustic music with electronic 
guitar, which in the end turns into a set of sounds which are impossible to 
forget. This sounds like a normal concert,  however at the very end there 
was an impromptu extended performance. A group of artists from all 
bands decided to come together,  and play something together, completely 
improvising, and without a single practice. The outcome was magnificent, 
as audience requested more songs each time they were announcing the 
end. The compilation featured about twenty different artists.  After the 
main concerts, there was always held a smaller open-mic or acoustic 
gathering at a campground called the Pentagon. This featured a circle of 
people seated on the ground around beautifully clothed dancers,  familiar 
songs redone in campfire-style and… Russians in trees with didjeridus 
and flags… Speaking of  the instruments, the range of these at Echo is 
phenomenal – besides the standard band set, there were flutes, 
accordions, balalaikas, an assortment of drums, violins, and - hands. The 
clapping audience became one with all the music playing, and nobody’s 
hands got red or tired as they might from applause at a formal meeting. 
Considering that it was approximately 5 am already, audience could not 
help but dance and sing. No one seemed to have trouble staying up even 
this late!
 The camp site provides access to the beautiful Echo Lake,  where 
you can always spend your time in a boat, or simply cool down in the 
lake itself. If none of the actions above satisfy you, you can always sit 
down and enjoy the marvelous view which opens up from every angle of 
the lake or go out to the farm next door to the campground and ride 
horses.

-Edgar Pliaskis, Ina Staklo

Juno
“I'm already pregnant, so what other kind of 

shenanigans could I get into?” 

 Juno, a combination of comedy and drama, draws the hearts of a 
great range of audiences. Its title character, Juno MacGuff, is a 16-year-
old girl who finds herself pregnant by her friend Paulie Bleeker, which 
stupefies her- as it would any other girl. She initially leans towards the 
possibility of abortion.  However, after rethinking and looking at a wider 
range of possibilities, she decides to keep the baby, while looking for an 
adoptive family.   To her luck, she found a “wholesome, spiritually 
wealthy couple” who is interested in her offer - Mark and Vanessa Loring. 
 During her pregnancy, she encounters many unexpected and 
unwanted problems with her family,  friends, Bleeker himself, and Mark 
and Vanessa, in addition to gossiping schoolmates. Juno’s witty and 
sarcastic tone are makes these situations funny and interesting to watch.  
Showing that a teenage girl could still find happiness and love after an 
unexpected pregnancy, the movie touches the girls, the boys, the teens, 
and the adults.  Juno’s plot, theme, and characters are what make this 
Oscar-award-winning movie an enjoyable 96 minutes of your life. 

-Jiayi Ying and Janet Yi

Iron Man
Iron Man brings back the days when we would all play with 

action figures and have our own superheroes. Starring Robert Downey, 
Jr., who plays Tony Stark (Iron Man),  the movie is about a man who has 
made a fortune in weaponry and finds out the hard way how his 
inventions change the world. Tony loses his love for inventing and gets 
caught up in the loss of his father and his billon dollar industrial company 
that he inherited. In doing so, he saves himself and, later on, many others. 
Iron Man puts a twist on the standard superhero plot in that Tony faces 
internal problems instead of 
performing save after save of 
innocents. Taken captive in the 
Middle East and forced to make 
one of his latest weapons,  Tony 
instead creates his double-life 
superhero suit of armor and is able 
to escape from one of the biggest 
Middle Eastern terrorists. Trying 
to undo what he has created with 
his company,  he struggles with his 
alter ego, also known as his co-
worker and best friend. Filled with 
action, laughs and a perhaps 
controversial allusion to current 
events,  Iron Man has been a big 
hit in the box office. This is one 
out of a chain of super hero 
movies that are coming out. Iron 
Man should be seen on a big 
screen with surround sound. The 
movie is very well put together, 
and is sure to be enjoyed by both 
children and adults. 

-Kahla Schumacher
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ADVICE, ETC.

Dances
Diddy bop
Toe wop
Lyte feet

Tootsie roll
Chicken noodle soup

Soulja boy
Harlem shake

Heel toe
Sissor legs
Crip walk

Aunt Jackie
Krumping

Cupid shuffle
Breakdance

Hyphy
1, 2 step

Rock yo hips

You Ain’t Got Dese On
Air Jordans, Fresh white-ups,  Adidas, or whatever fits your 

style! It’s all different types of ways you can rock them… “Bustin’ it with 
the skinnies” or with fitted jeans with a fresh Caesar! If it makes you 

comfortable, then 
wear it! Hold up, 
let me take that 
back- if it looks 
right, then you 
can wear it.
 Now for 
the boys, because 
I am oh so tired of 
s e e i n g t h i s , 
STOP!! Wearing 
sneakers that are 
flopping off the 
back of your feet 
is not cool!!! So 

next time you think about 
putting a pair of them on, 
and think about it- if you 
were to get into a fight you 
would get knocked out of 
them! I’m not going to 
stick anybody out, but stop 
wearing ya homeboy 
sneakers and thinking that 
nobody is going to notice. 
Come on now, Footloose is 
always having a sale so get 
up on it!! CAUTION!! 
When your sneakers start 
wrinkling up in the front 
and start to turn different 
colors, “THROW THEM AWAY!!”
 Girls, I’m about to get on ya too. WHY?? Stop squeezing your 
foot in sneakers that you know are too small, and then you be in class 
trying to slide ya foot out ya sneaker!!! I peeped some of ya doing it!!! I 
know it’s starting to get hot outside, so do me this favor: STOP buying 
your flip flops a size too small! Most girls know that their flip flops are 
too small and then try to act cute… here’s a tip: stop while you’re at it!! 
O, and please get your toes done or lotion up ya feet cuz some girls’ toes 
be DANGEROUS!!! When you’re wearing the chancletas, PA-LEASE!!! 
Make sure that your feet don’t look like they are busting out like a can of 
biscuits,  and make sure that your ankles are lotioned good; after a while 
they start getting a little ashy!

-Jasmine Suggs

Ms. Insight
Dear Ms. Insight, 

I like this boy, but he has a girlfriend. What should I do?

Sincerely, 
“Jealous and Crushing”

Dear “Jealous and Crushing”,

 I know exactly how you feel because I was recently in a similar 
situation.  I liked a boy that belonged to someone else, but the worst part 
was that I knew he liked me too.  I used to think to myself that if only she 
wasn’t part of the equation, he and I could be together.  Then I realized 
that there was no point in desiring someone who would always put 
someone else before me.  Also, I didn’t want to harm their happy 
relationship.
 The best thing you can do is try to find a way to forget about this 
boy.  If the two of you flirt often, this should end,  so that your feelings 
don’t continue to grow stronger. If he tries to make you his “girl on the 
side,” make it clear to him that you aren’t interested.  Being his “number 
two” will only make you feel worse when you see how affectionate he is 
with his girlfriend.  Just remember that some boys may be players,  but if 
they love their girlfriend they will always put her first.
 Hopefully, you won’t have a very tough time making this crush a 
thing of the past.  If you can help it,  try to make sure the next boy you 
like is single. If he doesn’t have a girlfriend, you may actually have a 
pretty good chance of being with him.
       
  Sincerely,
       
  Ms. Insight

The Proclamation 16  June 2008

-Devon Bloodworth

Locking
Popping

Lil mama g-slide
2 step

Pop lock and 
drop it

Walk it out
Snap dancing
Running man
The heizman

Clowning
Lean wit it rock 

wit it
My doughie

Stepping
Get silly

Shoulder lean
The motorcycle

Bus



Dear Ms. Insight,
There is a student in one of my classes that calls me a 
new name every day. Every day, I take him seriously. 
For instance, yesterday he called me “a stinky monitor 
lizard”, and two days ago, “Ronald Reagan’s Porta-
Potty”.  Any normal person’s self-esteem would be 
damaged by now, but I am almost curious to hear what 
else is to be said, and egg on instead of combating. Is 
this unhealthy? Should I start calling my offender 
names as well, or turn the other cheek? 
Sincerely,
RRPP

Dear RRPP,
I see you have become quite fond of your nicknames. 
There is nothing necessarily wrong with this, but 
perhaps you should ask your classmate to call you nicer 
things, at the very least for variety. Have you tried 
asking what causes these particular outbursts? Do you 
antagonize your classmate? You may simply be very 
attractive, and unwillingly cause a need to squash 
affection. (I, for one, haven’t ever been called a 
monitor lizard. The best-looking people often get called 
the most unusual things.) If you are still curious about 
hearing what your offender has to say, it probably 
means that you are not in any danger of self-esteem 
loss yet. You are both quirky individuals, and might 
make good friends, or a good couple. Try some equally 
witty insults and see if there’s any chemistry.

Sincerely,
Ms. Insight

 

If you have a problem that you would like Ms. Insight 
to help you with, please email her at 
msinsight@yahoo.com.
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Sudoku
Complete the squares with numbers 1-9, so that no 

numbers are repeated within a box or vertical or 
horizontal line.



Horoscopes

Aries
The optimist says: You are about to engage in something that is, as you 
might put it, right up your alley.
The pessimist says: You’re going to end up failing at engaging in it. 
The realist says: You have no idea what’s up your alley. Stop trying to 
engage in random things.

Taurus
The optimist says: You have a very good chance to help a friend or family 
member who is in trouble, ill or confused. They need you now.
The pessimist says: The illness may be terminal or the problem self-
induced, so you might not have much of a hand in helping that. Heh.
The realist says: You just read both of those statements and took them 
personally, first as a narcissist and then as an admitted narcissist. You are 
not in any shape to help anyone, especially if you seek help in this 
horoscope.

Gemini
The optimist says: The school year is almost over, so whether you be 
employed or planted in this institution,  you can slowly begin to enjoy 
your summer. Take advantage of the time you have been given to go to 
the beach.
The pessimist says: Additionally, the colder seasons have fattened you up. 
You probably cannot move much, nor do you believe yourself to be able 
to appear in swimwear that exposes the layers body you have become.
The realist says: The work with which you have been bogged down this 
year has become a habitual chore, and the chances of you realizing the 
liberation that summertime gives are slim. At least try. Idle lounging is 
not terrible, but not particularly exciting.

Cancer
The optimist says: It’s just about time for you to find something really 
nice to wear! Happy shopping!
The pessimist say: What he means is that your apparel is currently 
anything but becoming. 
The realist says: Apparel is created to cover and protect our bodies, and 
occasionally to make them look more presentable. Make sure you are 
comfortable, please.

Leo
The optimist says: Your manners have been improving, and it seems that 
people have begun to like you more. Two horoscopes ago, it was said that 
women hate you. We’re glad that this is almost no longer the case.
The pessimist says: He’s absolutely right in that you and women have 
shifted roles. You’re becoming an arrogant, prejudiced, slick and slippery 
slug. You know your way around people. You used to be socially inept; 
now you’re evil.
The realist says: Whoever wrote the previous horoscope is ridiculous. 
Placing women into a single group in terms of their opinion of you is 
prejudiced. However, do listen to what people of all genders have to say. 
Do you know even one who would disagree with the fact that you are 
manipulative?

Virgo
The optimist says: “This too shall pass.” –King Solomon
The pessimist says: “If you think nobody cares you’re alive, try missing a 
couple of car payments.” –Earl Wilson
The realist says: “Hit the point once. Then come back and hit it again. 
Then hit it a third time -- a tremendous whack." –Winston Churchill

Libra
The optimist says: There is someone who cares about you endlessly; more 
than you will ever realize. Take the summer to make their day, every day.
The pessimist says: Probably the only difference you will ever make is 
whatever you already did to make that person care about you.  Heh.
The realist says: You are a marvelous human being, but you cannot 
control yourself very well. You have very, very good intentions. Focus on 
them. 

Scorpio
The optimist says: You’re getting wiser. You are now able to give people 
advice. Good.
The pessimist says: You’re getting older. You are now able to act towards 
others with condescension, and cannot connect very well with the 
younger generations. Bad.
The realist says: Not much of a difference. Age is in the mind. There are 
wise youngsters and brainless old farts. What to be is your choice. 
Goody-o.

Sagittarius 
The optimist says: Good work. You’re finally on the right track again. 
Don’t make the same mistake.
The pessimist says: Not good enough work. Actually, what work? You are 
by nature a crazy, self-absorbed space cadet.
The realist says: The first guy knows what I mean, and you definitely do 
as well. Out of respect towards you, I will not mention it in the press. But 
you know exactly what I’m talking about, and you better not try that 
again. If you do, the consequences will be.

Capricorn
The optimist says: Bake a cake. Even if you don’t know how to do it, 
there are plenty of recipes that can help you. It’s a fun pastime.
The pessimist says: It’ll be a waste of ingredients, trees (the recipe will 
either be online or on paper; either way, energy waste), time and air. You 
can, not, bake any edible cake. Heh.
The realist says: Betty Crocker is a waste of time. Go take a walk in the 
woods. Now.

Aquarius
The optimist says: The next week will be full of luck for you. Don’t be 
afraid of anything, at all.
The pessimist says: You’ll be lucky if you do anything at all next week. 
You ought to be afraid to leave the house, because the seeming security of 
summertime is an illusion. Absolute no-go.
The realist says: Turn to the sudoku in this section. Complete it. The last 
number you place in its box will be the number of days from today till 
your lucky day.

Pisces
The optimist says: You’re graceful, artistic and gentle in your ways. You 
are certain to find someone marvelous this summer. Treat them well.
The pessimist says: You’re still a fish. 
The realist says: Fish have partners too, even if they are momentary, 
underwater and also fish.
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SPORTS
Wilbur Cross Tennis

Athletes are not obsessively into 
sports alone. In fact, the tennis team has 
an average GPA of 3.87. It is necessary for 
a student to have specific academic 
requirements and eligibility in order to be 
on a team. The tennis team is especially 
motivated.
 The team gradually increases. 
For the 2008 spring season, nearly 40 
people signed up. Not all participated.
 “It’s fun!” Shira Winter reacted 
when talking about her impressions and 
feelings about being on the team. “You get 
to go outside and run around, and the 
weather is nice”. This is Shira’s first year 
on the Tennis team and she already enjoys 
it tremendously.   “Mr. O’Connor doesn’t 
cut people out and hasn’t cut anyone yet, 
unless for academic reasons.” 
 Mr. Russo is the newest addition to the tennis team of ’08. Russo 
had been coaching for 15 years prior to becoming the new assistant 
coach. “I like helping the team. I assist the kids,  making sure that they 
have their water, being their hitting partner when they need one”.  The 
Wilbur Cross Tennis team is grateful for the relentless efforts Russo has 
contributed thus far.  After winning the city championship, Misha Lehrer 
and Jake Rowland, co-captains of ’08,  were qualified and selected to 
compete in the Class L Connecticut State Tennis Tournament in May. The 
team is part of the USTA and has a no-cut program affiliated with the 
USTA. Leher and Rowland gave the competition their hardest exertion.

-Janet Yi

Wilbur Cross Lacrosse
New coach, more 
players, and a new 
season. Many 
students at Wilbur 
Cross are unaware 
of our very own 
lacrosse team. 
With a team made 
up of mostly 
f reshmen las t 
year, this year 
promised to be 
one that the 
school would not 
forget. “We’ve got 

everybody back from last year except for the seniors and a few new 
players,” sophomore Luke Goldberg states. “This year should be pretty 
good, there’s definitely an improvement with the team, so we expect to 
see an improvement this year,” responds Dave Forbes. The team also 
added new additions to the coaching staff. The Governors’ first game was 
against Bridgeport Central, a team they played last season and managed 
to beat both times. 
 With the team ready to defeat Bridgeport Central a third time, all 
the players were pumped and ready to play, “It’s not going to be that 

much of an easy game, but we’re pretty confident about how it’s going to 
end,” Zack Schmitz said at the time.  The team was right to be confident 
about the outcome of the game; Wilbur Cross beat Bridgeport Central 
11-7. Cross had held onto the lead throughout the whole game, giving 
them their first win of the season.  By the end of the season, the Wilbur 
Cross lacrosse team ended up with the 4th best record for spring sports in 
the school. 

                                                                                                                   
-India Moye

Penn Relay Race of 2008
The Wilbur Cross Track and Field Team traveled to the 

University of Pennsylvania to participate in the 114th running of the Penn 
Relays on April 24th, continuing until the 26th. The Relays brought 
together the top competition in the USA and Jamaica, yielding a crowd of 
50,000 fans. Wilbur Cross runners executed their best performance, 
placing 4th in the division.

Reflecting on the event, Coach Verderame states: “It was a 
wonderful experience for the athletes and the coaches. Our teams 
performed very well and ran their best times of the year against the 
nation’s top high schools. We were extremely pleased with everyone’s 
individual and team performance.” 

The Penn Relays prove to be the most difficult competition 
nationwide, sending mixed emotions amongst the runners. Andre Harris 
‘08 discloses, “It was good but I was nervous. We ran against the best 
competition in the USA and Jamaica.” While some runners remained 
collected before the race, most began to undergo the tension before the 
fans. As this year was the final experience on a string of high school 
sports events, underclassman and junior runners utilized it as practice and 
a foundation from which to build. Omar Whittington of ’10 looks forward 
to having the chance to prepare for next year, and hopefully bring harder 
competition, “I felt like we had room to improve; 4th place wasn’t bad. 
Considering the competition, it was a good place. Hopefully Wilbur Cross 
will do better next time.”

-Lea Winter and Christine Randall
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